Minutes of BCP TUC Business Meeting held 6 October 2015
Unite 238 Holdenhurst Road, Bournemouth

Delegates Present

NUJ: Neil Duncan-Jordan

RMT: Pete Brown

UNISON: Ken Attwooll, Cathy Gear, Dave Higgins

UNITE: Steve Attwill

1. Apologies: Ted Taylor (NUT), Mike Cracknell, Shelley Wilson, Pam Jeffries and Gareth Drinkwater (UNISON), Giles Young (GMB)
2. Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.

3. Matters Arising

· It was agreed to affiliate/join the respective voluntary services councils for Bournemouth and Poole as part of the TUC’s plan to build links with third sector organisations.

· All the planned renewals of Living Wage campaign materials had now been done.

· There was a general discussion about the recent TUC anti-austerity march in Manchester.

4. Living Wage Campaign
· A number of high profile employers had recently announced support for the living wage, including Co-op Bank, Oxford University, Lidl and Sodexo. Bridport Town Council was also due to agree to give it their support.

· The Living Wage week would begin in the first week of November, alongside the announcement of the new rate for the LW.
· It was agreed to see if there was enough support for giving out leaflets at the Bournemouth v Newcastle football match on 7 November, from 1.30-2.30pm.

5. Industrial/Trade Union Reports

· There have been a number of redundancies at local engineering firms and at Hurn airport.
· Further redundancies are predicted at Bournemouth Council. The grant from central government has been reduced by 50% over recent years and could eventually go altogether.
· Discussion on a super council to go live in 2019 had started. Further information regarding the implications would be discussed at a future meeting.
· Dorset County Council was facing potential funding problems with a lack of reserves.

· There were concerns that Network Rail could now be facing re-privatisation.

6. Campaign Report
· It was agreed to draft a joint letter for various organisations to sign regarding the Trade Union Bill, with a view to publication in the local media.

· It was agreed to arrange a series of delegation meetings to visit local MPs to lobby over the Bill.

· It was agreed to fund up to £250 towards the recent We Shall Overcome event at Tolpuddle.

7. Financial Report
· The current balance was £5636.92. There would be a small amount of expenditure to come out of that figure, but also an additional payment as well before the end of the year from Steve Attwill’s festival beer teams.

8. Any other business – There was no other business.
9. Date of next meeting

· The next meeting will be the AGM. It was agreed to run the business from 6.30pm to 7pm, to be followed by a guest speaker. Arrangements re: venue, speaker and buffet would be confirmed by the officers.
